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Send more packages out the door, 
and less money out the window. 


Why spend more than you have to for deliveries? 
Priority Mail™ two-pound, two-to-three-day pack- 
ages are only $3. FedEx 2Day™ is about $8 and 
UPS” about $7* And Priority Mail can take your 
letter or package to every single address and P.O. 


Box in the U.S. FedEx” and UPS do not. 


So? Lower costs? Deliveries everywhere? 
What’s Your Priority?” Switch to Priority Mail from 
the U.S. Postal Service. Call 1-800-THE-USPS 
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What’s Your Priority?” <-4 


to get started and 


learn how you can 


save. 
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“Priority Mail average delivery of 2-3 days. Price comparisons based on Priority Mail up to 2 Ibs. vs. 2-Ib. published rates for UPS 2nd Day Air* from $6.50 and FedEx 2Day™ from $7.60. 
Surcharge for Priority Mail on-demand pickup. ©1997 U.S. Postal Service 


1-800-THE-USPS ext. 2003 


http://www.usps.gov 
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1 0 Wrestling With Stardom 


Healthy and out from under Grant Wistrom’s 
shadow, rush end Mike Rucker is coming to grips 
with the pressure that will fall on his shoulders 
this fall. 

By Mike Babcock 


1 & Husker For Life 


Offensive line prospect Jason Schwab's 
commitment to Nebraska doesn’t end with 
the tattoo on his bicep. 


28 Melody Maker 


The sound of Ali Viola’s record-shattering 
performance this season has been beautiful music 
to a softball team eyeing its first league crown 
since 1988. 

By Steve Sipple 


NEXT, 3) 


It’s that time of year. Next up is the huge 
June/July preseason annual in which we 
will break down every aspect of the 
1998 Nebraska football team from posi- 
tion overviews to depth chart bios. Who 
will be the Huskers’ main competition in 
the race for another Big 12 title? We'll fill 
you in as well as scout each of the other 
11 teams in the Big 12 Conference. The 
magazine should begin hitting mailboxes 
by June 9. 


OS GOUER 
DeAngelo Evans (Ryan Soderlin) 
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DEPARTMENTS: 


Letters. 2 ire ieee te ete we ene B 
NU Notebook. ........2208222++6 
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In what seems sometimes like a no-win situa- 
tion, Danny Nee survived another hoops season 
and all the rumors that accompanied it. 
Grid Recruiting ..............20 
If the Huskers are looking to get their best 22 
players on the field, look no further than last 
year's recruiting class for some bodies. 
Men’s Hoops... ..222008000nnn 22 
Projected to be the second point guard taken 
in the upcoming NBA draft, junior Tyronn Lue’s 
decision to leave Nebraska wasn’t hard to make. 
From The Beat..........0025+25 
As the early favorite to succeed Scott Frost at 
quarterback, Frankie London is determined to 
rise above stiff competition and lofty expecta- 
tions. 
Off The Set 2... ncsenecesenens 26 
There’s something special and addictive 
about Dear Old Nebraska U. 
Silke: Oat. c.ija's wssce ae asae aan saree 
Minus Lisa Reitsma, the volleyball team 
plans to speed up their offensive tempo this fall. 
Final Word .......2.2.0000000nee 
Watching spring practice from afar, Tom 
Osborne is determined to let Frank Solich run 
the team his way — just as Bob Devaney 
allowed Osborne to do. 
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CETnERS TON 


Please send your comments and questions 
to Letters, P.O, Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 
68501-3222. Or fax them to us at 
(972) 851-1720. We reserve the right to edit 
the letters for clarity, content and length. 
For those with electronic mail abilities, 

huskersedit@sportscom.com. 


Tm sure that 
Frankie London is 
hoping that he 
doesn’t suffer the 
same fate as the last 
non-Tommie Frazier 
quarterback to grace 
your April cover. 
Having saved every 
issue Huskers 
Illustrated has ever 
produced, I was 
quick to remember 
that Mike Grant was 
your cover boy in 
April 1992. 

Much like this 
spring, the Huskers 
were looking for 
someone to step up 
at quarterback and 
replace a veteran 
(Keithen McCant). 
Grant was the early 
leader (like London 
is this year). But his 
job was taken for 
good by Frazier, a 
true freshman, in the 
sixth game of the 
year on the road at 
Missouri. Could the April cover jinx 
come back to haunt London? If London 
falters early in the year (as Grant did in 
‘92), either freshman Eric Crouch or 
sophomore Bobby Newcombe could 
step into Frazier’s cleats. Would it be 
too far fetched to wonder whether his- 
tory could repeat itself? 


PRACTICE 
-: 


Stanley Kess 
San Antonio, Texas 


Mike Babcock’s article on the 
offensive line (“Where's The Beef” 
April 1998) opened my eyes to a prob- 
lem I never anticipated a Nebraska 
team having to face: rebuilding an 
offensive line. 

In the past Nebraska has had to 
replace four starters from a national 
title team (see 1995) when three of the 
four departing members of “The 
Pipeline” joined the NFL. Unlike this 
spring, the players who stepped up had 
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seen considerable playing time as back- 
ups in 1994. This year’s group hasn't 
had near the minutes or big-game situ- 
ations to get prepared to carry the load 
in 1998, Nebraska's offense may 
be explosive, but everything 
starts up front where each line- 
man must know his assignment. 
One misread or lost block could 
be the difference in a game. 
Since these guys haven't fal- 
tered in a regular-season con- 
test, it would be wrong to read 
too much into the predicament 
that Frank Solich faces in his 
first season. But it’s not too 
early to realize there could be 
an uneasy problem looming this 
fall. 
Brodie Campbell 
Norfolk, Neb. 


Do you think Ahman Green 
saw the writing on the wall and 
lack of experienced bodies on 
the depth chart before submit- 
ting his name for the 1998 NFL 
draft? 

Ric Collingsworth 
Jacksonville, N.C. 


I wanted to echo some of the 
same thoughts Michael 
Thompson voiced in last issue’s 
“Letters To The Editor” section. 

What does Danny Nee need to do to get 
people off his back? Win a national 
title? Yeah, probably. But then people 
would be quick to point out that he is 
still two behind Tom Osborne. That's 
just the mentality of Husker fans: foot- 
ball first and spring ball second. 

In all reality, Nee will never win the 
nation’s coveted crown at Nebraska or 
parts unknown. Is that due to his 
coaching ability? I don’t think so. Too 
many things have to go just right for a 
team to win a basketball title. Heck, the 
best team in the conference the last four 
years — Kansas — has yet to even sniff 
the Final Four. How then is Nebraska 
supposed to ascend to championship 
status? 

As long as Nee puts competitive 
hoops on the court (as he has done), 
then leave him alone. 

Chris Daniels 
Spokane, Wash. 
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Ithough the competition among five quarterbacks was the most 

discussed topic of Frank Solich’s first spring as Nebraska’s head 
coach, the health of sophomore I-back DeAngelo Evans earned a good 
share of attention, and not just among the few fans who managed to 
work their way into practices and scrimmages closed to the public. 
The players themselves also had a keen interest in their teammate. 

“After every play, it’s: 
“How you feeling?’ “ Evans 
said following his first full 
contact in nearly a year and a 
half. “Now it’s OK because I 
can say ‘fine,’ and I really 
believe it.” 

If Evans can continue to say 
‘fine,’ the Cornhusker offense 
will be blessed in 1998. Evans 
will help fill the void created 
when Ahman Green opted to 
move on to the NFL a season 
early. 

Evans was outstanding as a 
true freshman, rushing for 776 
yards and 14 touchdowns. 
Even though he started only 
one game, he earned 


All-Big 12 honorable = te 


mention from the con- 
ference coaches. 

By season’s end, 
however, he was both- 
ered by a pelvic-related 
injury that sidelined 
him for the 1996 
Orange Bowl game and 
subsequently forced 
him to take a medical 
redshirt in 1997. 

The severity of the 
injury was such that there was some con- 
cern his career might be over. 

“Yes, I think there was a point where 
there was some doubt as to whether he would be able to make a 
comeback,” Solich said at a news conference prior to the start of 
spring practice. 

“I think in his own mind there was some doubt for a period of 
time. You could tell it in his attitude. Not that he’s not had a great atti- 
tude through the whole thing. But you could tell there were moments 
when he was just down about not being able to get out there and run 
and show progress. 

“That's all behind him now. Everything looks much better. But yet, 
we'll wait and see.” 

Evans has acknowledged that he had doubts about whether he 
would be able to come back. 

“The Lord has really blessed me,” he told the Omaha World-Herald. 
“Tt's a miracle that I’m back to the level where I’m at. I give all the 
credit to Jesus Christ. 

“T didn’t have the answers. I don’t think anybody had the 
answers.” 

Evans was listed as sharing the No. 1 position at I-back with sopho- 
more Correll Buckhalter going into the spring, evidence of his prepa- 
ration beforehand. @ 


is confident he can 
return to pre-injury 
form following 
strong spring 
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I-back DeAngelo Evans 


Working 
For A Living 


NFL coaches and scouts were on campus 
in mid-March to evaluate some two dozen 
former Cornhuskers. The coaches and 
scouts, who outnumbered the players two- 
to-one, included head coaches Dave 
Wannstedt of the Chicago Bears and Dom 
Capers of the Carolina Panthers. 

I-back Ahman Green apparently 
improved his position in the draft, which 
was conducted on April 18-19, by running 
the 40-yard dash in 4.27 seconds and then 
in 4.18 seconds. 

The times were hand-held. Even so, 
Green’s 40 times were remarkable. He 
reportedly ran the 40 in 4.32 seconds at the 
NFL Scouting Combine at Indianapolis in 
early February. - 

“I've never heard all the scouts go 
‘Oooooh’ and ‘Oh, my God’ like that in one 
of these tests,’ the Minnesota Vikings’ Scott 
Studwell told the Lincoln Journal Star. 

In addition to being tested and mea- 
sured, rush end Grant Wistrom and defen- 
sive tackle Jason Peter wrestled 
with: Tim Krumrie, a former 
All-Pro scouting for he 
Cincinnati Bengals. 

Peter, who had increased 
his weight to 287 pounds 
since the Combine, joked 
that he wore down 
Krumrie for Wistrom, who 
weighed 270 pounds 
about 15 more than for ne 
Orange Bowl. 

Scott Frost was tested 
as a running back, a 
wide rectiver anda m< 
defensive back. 


Ahman 
~ Green 

The former Cornhusker quarterback was 
not asked to throw any passes, however. 


NFL coaches and scouts spent two 
days at Nebraska evaluating 1998 
draftable players and seniors-to-be. 


AROUND || ‘HORN 


MORE NCAA CHANGES 

Eventually, the NCAA might try to eliminate spring football prac- 
tice. For now, it has settled for being increasingly restrictive about 
what can and can't be done. Division I-A programs are allowed only 
eight days of full contact, including three game-conditions scrim- 
mages, among 15 practices. 

In addition, the first two practices of the spring must be conduct- 
ed in sweat clothes. 

A year ago, the rules allowed four game-conditions scrimmages 
and 10 practices involving full contact. Frank Solich wasn't overly 
concerned about the changes, however. “It probably will not have a 
major impact on us, although we will have one less complete scrim- 
mage than we normally have,” he said. 


a Contact work is “broken down into making sure you're not scrim- 
maging more than 50 percent of the time, and also some of that time 
you are not allowed to bring backs down to the ground. No actual 


tackling is involved,” Solich said. Otherwise, “it probably will not 


have a dramatic effect.” 
The first two days in sweat clothes benefitted players such as I- 
back DeAngelo Evans, who was coming back from a pelvic-related 


injury that forced him to take a medical redshirt last season. 


| “That allows us to break DeAngelo in without any contact . . . to 
have him make some real sharp cuts, run through the plays, see how 
he feels and then take it from there,” said Solich. 
3 ; a 2 oh 8-2 2¥ ‘GENERAL’ COMPLIMENT 
Frank Solich prepared for his first spring practice In a story written by Indiana basketball coach 
as the Cornhuskers’ head coach right down to the — Bob Knight, as told to Dick Schaap, for the 
most minute detail, except that he forgot to take a —__ premier issue of ESPN Magazine, “the General” 
whistle with him. comments on the retirement of Tom Osborne. 


Writes Knight: “| don’t know Tom Osborne, 
but he went out the right way. He was 12-0 and 


The whistle was used to signal to the players to 


change stations. knew he didn’t want to coach any more and 
The problem was quickly solved by a student man- —_ announced his retirement before the final game. 
ager. lf he'd waited until after the game, and 
During a cutting drill at the third practice of the Bes lost, he might have wanted to try 


spring, I-back Dan Alexander inadvertently ran into That wasn’t the reason for the timing of 
Solich. Alexander weighs 250 pounds. “I’ve had worse | Osborne’s announcement, of course. His con- 
hits,” Solich told reporters afterward. cern was continuity in the program, as well as 


“Let's not get into this. Any other questions?” the immediate effects on recruiting for 1998. 


. A - Once the decision was made, Osborne 
sn’t lacked estions, of c >, His A ‘ ‘ . 
Solich hasn’t lacked for questions, of course. Hi wasn't going to reconsider, as Chancellor 


every move during the spring was duly noted by James Moeser and Athletic Director Bill Byrne found out when 
reporters. “I came out here with three TV cameras _ they tried to persuade Osborne to stay. 
right behind me,” he said after the first practice of the 


SPFING- “4 cheb oe ey anor arke ee e bi Tony Sharpe, the Cornhusker baseball coach from 1947 to 1977, 
CERES Ey BUSLO PHONES She oi peke the press died in late March in Lincoln from complications after being stricken 
(newspaper reporters) all waiting for me. I guess that’s by pneumonia. He was 80 years old. 


User Holl 


TONY SHARPE DIES 


good that people are interested. Sharpe, who directed Nebraska to Big Seven championships in 
“If they don’t come around, you might worry they 1948 and 1950, had a career record of 394-388-3. He also served as 
didn’t care.” an assistant to basketball coaches Harry Good and Jerry Bush. 


He played baseball and basketball under Good in high 
school at Rushville, Ind. 
Sharpe coached three baseball All-Americans: Bob Cerv 
(1950), Dan Brown (1955) and Gene Stohs (1972). 
pesca Cerv went on to play in 12 major league seasons and 
three World Series. 


“We undoubtedly BRIEFLY NOTED 
- * Former Cornhusker quarterback Mike 
will have some = Grant (1989-90-92) was hired in March to coach 


conversations from 5 ] the defensive backs at lowa State. Grant, who 
2 = worked with the wide receivers as a graduate 
time to time. — assistant at Nebraska in 1994 and 1995, was 
. = Wat an assistant at James Madison last season. 
There Ss nothing (&) \ * Former Cornhusker defensive tackle 
ry at” Neil Smith has signed a four-year con- 
a Oe SENET aa tract worth a reported $13.6 million with 
: : eel, : the Super Bowl champion Denver 
will be involved with Frank Solich C VAs Broncos. The contract, which includes a $3.2 
and the football team this season. - , million signing bonus, ended speculation 
that Denver might not be able to resign 
him. @ 
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Surviving To Coach 
Another Day 


In what seems sometimes like a no-win situation, Danny Nee lived through 


another hoops season and all the rumors that accompanied it 


he rumor, repeated on Danny 

Nee’s radio call-in show, was 

that this season would be 

his last as Nebraska’s bas- 

ketball coach. If the 
Cornhuskers advanced to the 
NCAA Tournament, the rumor 
went, he would use the success |) 
as a springboard to another job. 
And if they didn’t, he would be 
fired. 


the rumor, in case the latter 
occurred, a group of Cornhusker 
boosters were raising money in order 
to buy out the remainder of Nee’s 
rollover contract. 

Nee asked the caller where he had 
heard such a rumor. At the bus stop, 
said the caller, who most likely was 
joking. Rumors aren’t easy to pin 
down, which is why they’re so perni- 
cious. 

That was in early March, Nee‘s 12th 
Nebraska team advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament as an at-large entrant and 
lost to Arkansas, 74-65, in the first 
round at Boise, Idaho. 

A month and a half later, Nee 
remains the Cornhusker coach and the 
rumors have subsided for now. 

During a news conference to 
announce his hiring by Nebraska in 
late March of 1986, Nee told reporters: 
“T survived in that environment, and 
I’m going to survive in this environ- 
ment.” 

“That environment” was the one at 
Ohio University, from where he came. 

He couldn’t have imagined then 
how appropriate the term “survive” 
would be. 

Recent seasons have become a bat- 
tle for survival, even though Nee has 
achieved unprecedented success in a 
program that had made only one 
NCAA Tournament appearance and 
had won 20 or more games only four 
times in its 90-year history, prior to his 
replacing Moe Iba. 

Under Nee’s direction, Nebraska 
has played in the NCAA Tournament 
five times. It has amassed 20 or more 
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victories in six seasons. And it has 
made eight consecutive postseason 
appearances. 

In 1994, the Cornhuskers won 
the Big Eight postseason tourna- 
ment. In 1996, they won the 
National Invitation Tournament. 

Yet for nearly every accom- 
plishment, there was been a 

“but.” 

Getting to the NCAA 
Tournament is great, but 
Nebraska has yet to win. 
Winning the NIT is fine, but it’s a sec- 

ond-rate event. 


Well Beazley 


Though Nee’s squad was 
bounced in the first round of the 
1998 NCAA Tournament by 
Arkansas, it was Nebraska’s 
fifth appearance under the 
much-beleaguered head coach. 


Sure, Nebraska won 20 games this 
season, but the Big 12 was down. 

And so it goes. Nee’s critics have 
been quick to qualify his every success 
and attribute to him every failure, 
whether or not the responsibility is his. 
For example, average attendance at 
Cornhusker home games this season 
dropped below 10,000 for the first time 
since 1985-86. 

Only 250 student season tickets 
were sold, 10 percent of the total in 
1993-94. 

Is the fault Nee’s? Or do those num- 
bers reflect socio-economic factors 
beyond his control? 


Some of the criticism is justified. 
Three seasons ago, the majority of the 
team boycotted a practice, and last sea- 
son two players refused to enter a 
game. Nee seemed to lack control of 
his players. 

However, those who watched 
Nebraska this season realized that 
problem had been corrected. There 
could be no complaints about the char- 
acter of the players, nor any question 
about their effort. 

Andy Markowski played the sec- 
ond half of the NCAA Tournament 
game with a broken finger on his right 
hand. Tyronn Lue, one of the best ever 
to play for the Cornhuskers, represent- 
ed the program well and will continue 
to do so in the NBA, as Eric Piatkowski 
and Erick Strickland have before him. 

Character and effort are important. 
And they are things Nee can control. 

By all indications, Nee has the sup- 
port of those who matter. Cornhusker 
Athletic Director Bill Byrne told the 
Omaha World-Herald recently: “I 
thought three years ago we were ona 
resuscitator. The public perception (of 
Nee’s program) was very, very nega- 
tive. 

“I'm excited about what's coming 
back.” 

Lue will be gone, a significant loss 
to be sure. But everyone else returns, 
with the exception of little-used 
Rodney Williams, who has indicated 
he will transfer to a junior college. 

Nee has filled Nebraska’s needs, 
recruiting 6-foot-7 Louis Truscott from 
Milby High School in Houston; 6-foot- 
3 Lamont Perry from Brooklyn, N.Y., 
by way of Southwestern College in 
Chula Vista, Calif.; 6-foot-9 David 
Murray from the Bronx, N.Y., by way 
of Mesa, Ariz., Community College; 
and 6-foot-4 Rodney Fields from 
Tampa, Fla., by way of Tyler, Texas, 
Junior College. 

Nee was upbeat, even though he 
was losing Lue, and even though he 
knows by now that no matter what he 
does, someone is starting a rumor or 
getting ready to add: “But...” 
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ike Rucker headed to the lockerroom after a 
spring scrimmage, carrying his pads. 

He passed Nelson Barnes, his position coach, 
who said with a smile: “Stone Cold.” The remark 
was elicited by Rucker’s black T-shirt, on the front 
of which were the words “Austin 3:16.” 

On the back of the shirt were three skulls with sinister red 
eyes chiseled in stone of blue and white, above the words: 
“Stone Cold Steve Austin.” The middle skull had 3:16 on its 
forehead. 

Rucker ordered two of the shirts by mail. His mom had to 
forward them to him from his home in St. Joseph, Mo., rush 
delivery. “I wanted mine before practice started,” he said. 

“T wanted to start the season off right.” 

Jay Foreman, one of his roommates, also has two of the 
shirts. Dorrick Roy, another roommate, hadn’‘t ordered any 
yet. But it was probably only a matter of time, according to 
Rucker. 

He also would need two shirts, one for practice and one 
for class. 

For the culturally deprived, Stone Cold Steve Austin is 
the heavyweight champion of the World Wrestling 
Federation, or at least he was the champion following 
Wrestlemania XIV. 

Rucker, Foreman and Roy watched him win the title over 
Shawn Michaels on a pay-per-view telecast in early April. 
“We rent them quite a bit,” Rucker said of the monthly pro- 
grams, which World Championship Wrestling also pro- 
motes, in addition to a couple of weekly shows on cable tele- 
vision. 

WCW and WWF go head-to-head on Monday night tele- 
vision. 

Rucker and his roommates are regular viewers. “Usually 
after we get home, after schoolwork’s done or whatever, we 
just kind of relax and watch it together, laugh and stuff,” he 
said. 

“You've got to take it for what it’s worth. A lot of people 
say: ‘Oh, it’s fake.’ They don’t watch it. But a lot on TV is 
fake. It's something that’s funny to watch. We get a kick out 
of it.” 

Foreman and Roy like the tag team Harlem Heat. Rucker 
is partial to Stone Cold. 

“He’s got that bald head, kind of that biker look, and he 
just doesn’t take stuff from anybody,” Rucker said, laughing. 
“He'll get in the ring when there's five people, and he'll just 
stand toe-to-toe and give you that death stare. He’s breath- 
ing all hard, with his muscles all flared up and everything. 

“That really gets me fired up when I see him.” 

Opposing quarterbacks might have a similar image of 
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Healthy and 

out from under 
Grant Wistrom’s 
shadow, rush end 
Mike Rucker 

is coming to grips 
with the pressure 
that will fall 

on his shoulders 
this fall 


Rucker as he pursues them from his rush end position. “He 
somehow finds a way to find the football,” former 
Cornhusker coach Tom Osborne said at a news conference 
prior to the Orange Bow] game. “He's a ‘high-factor’ guy.” 

In other words, Rucker makes things happen. He has a 
knack for being in the right place at the right time, as he was 
at the end of Nebraska's dramatic 45-38 overtime victory at 
Missouri. 

He combined with Grant Wistrom to sack Corby Jones on 
the final play. 

The finish was ironic. Rucker, like Wistrom, comes from 
Missouri. Unlike Wistrom, however, he would have gone to 
Missouri had the Tigers been sufficiently interested in him. 

“T was always a Missouri fan, and I always wanted to go 
to Missouri,” said Rucker. “But Nebraska came around my 
senior year and started recruiting me. They didn’t waste any 
time. They kept in touch and kept on top of things. ‘How’s 
your family?’ That type of thing. That makes you feel good. 

“Then when you like a school, a team, even from your 
own state and they don’t recruit you or call you or anything 
until the end (because) they find out another school’s recruit- 
ing you... 

“That made me discouraged, a lot.” 

Rucker was an outstanding multi-sport athlete at Benton 
High in St. Joseph. He was a state shot put champion, earn- 
ing four letters in track and field and three each in football 


Available Now 


A Salute to Nebraska’ 
TOM OSBORNE 


af — 
a 


TOM OSBORNE 


$29.95 


The columnists and writers of the Lincoln 
Journal Star have assembled a stunning 
commemorative book that chronicles the 
career of Tom Osborne. A Salute to Tom 
Osborne relives each of Osborne's 25 
Cornhusker seasons as the head coach, 
including Nebraska's back-to-back National 
Championships in 1994.and ‘95. Also included 
is a complete pictorial review of the 1997 
National Championship season. 

The first 8.5 x 11 full-color 

history book on Osborne's career. 


$129.95 
The limited leather edition is signed 
by former Husker stars Irving 
Fryar, Tom Rathman, Johnny 
Rodgers, Dave Rimington, and 
Scott Frost. Limited to 250. 
Call Sports Publishing today at: 


1-800-327-5557 
Fax: 217-359-5975 


www.SportsPublishInginc.com 


12 MAY 1998 


and basketball. He played tight end 
and linebacker, both inside and out- 
side, as well as kicking for the football 
team. 

By the time Missouri took an inter- 
est, however, he had settled on 
Nebraska. He canceled a recruiting 
trip to Columbia after visiting 
Nebraska. “I was just like: ‘This is it,’ “ 
he said. 

Rucker and Wistrom, who came 
from Webb City, were in the same 
recruiting class. Athletically, they were 
comparable. But Wistrom’s skills 
seemed more refined. So Rucker red- 
shirted. 

Most players would rather not red- 
shirt. But Rucker was an exception. 

“I think I was just happy to be here, 
getting this chance because I really 
wasn’t heavily recruited like some of 
the other kids were,” Rucker said. “I’m 
the type of person who’s not impa- 
tient. 

“I know you've got to wait your 
turn. I’ve seen people here rush their 
turn, and it didn’t turn out good for 
them. So I’m thankful I waited. More 
people should redshirt. I learned a lot, 
going against the ‘Pipeline,’ which was 
like (Rob) Zatechka, (Brenden) Stai 
and those guys. 

“Even though they were on offense, 
they taught me a lot of things. I 
worked my moves on them. That was 


Rucker made the most of limited 
action last season, recording 

38 tackles and a team 
second-best 7.5 sacks. 


Bobs Beauvaise 


like my base year, my learning year. 
It’s helped me a lot these last three 
years.” 

Rucker’s penchant for making big 
plays was apparent immediately. 

As a redshirt freshman, he made 
the block that sent the helmet of 
Kansas State’s Joe Gordon flying and 
helped Mike Fullman on his way to a 
79-yard punt return for a touchdown. 

As a sophomore, he hit Virginia 
Tech quarterback Jim Druckenmiller, 
forcing a fumble that led to a touch- 
down in the Cornhuskers’ 41-21 victo- 
ry in the 1996 Orange Bowl game. 

Last season, alternating with Chad 
Kelsay on the left side, Rucker was 
credited with 38 tackles, including 17 
unassisted and 15 for losses totaling 70 
yards. He was second to Wistrom in 
sacks with 7.5 for 56 yards in losses. 
And he was third on the team in quar- 
terback hurries with 15. 

He also sacked Peyton Manning 
and recovered a fumble in the Orange 
Bowl game. 

Even though he started only three 
games — the first and last of the regu- 
lar season as well as the Orange Bowl 
— Rucker received All-Big 12 honor- 
able mention from the conference 
coaches. 

Early last season, Rucker wondered 
if his career might be finished. He was 
hampered by a pelvic-related injury 
similar to the one that has afflicted I- 
back DeAngelo Evans, among others. 

The problem first arose during the 
summer following his senior year in 
high school, “just before I came up 


here,” Rucker said. “We just kept the 
therapy going, and it eventually went 
away. 

“Then four years later, it flared up 
again. It flared up real bad out of 
nowhere. I don’t know why or what 
happened. But it just flared up, and it 
really bothered me. It was bad.” 

He played in excruciating pain and 
“really got down on myself because it 
just didn’t look like it was going to 
heal,” he said. “I thought I was going 
to be done. I just didn’t know. 

“All that stuff kind of ran through 
my mind, It was kind of a little reality 
check.” 

Rucker didn’t waste a lot of time 
lamenting his situation, however. That 
isn't his personality. “I prayed a lot, 
and it came through for me,” he said. 
“Slowly, gradually, it went away. 
Sometimes it would be a little sore 
after practice. Sometimes it wouldn't. 
Then, eventually, it just evened out.” 

He’s philosophical about it. He 
doesn’t dwell on the problem now. 

“It’s one of those things that kind of 
does what it wants, flares up when it 
wants,” he said. “I might never have 
trouble again. Or it might flare up 
tomorrow. I never know. It’s some- 
thing I have to live with. If it does flare 
up, I just have to keep on my therapy, 
keep icing it to get the inflammation 
out.” 

Rucker has accepted his role with 
similar equilibrium. Prior to last sea- 
son, Lindy's magazine described him 
as the nation’s “No. 4 Super Sub.” He 
was good enough to be starting for 
most teams. But with Wistrom, a two- 
time All-American and the Lombardi 
Award winner, and Kelsay, a third- 
team all-conference selection by the 
coaches, at his position, he had to wait 
his turn. 

“T don’t complain about the time | 
get; 1 just do what I can with that 
time,” said Rucker. “This is a team 
game. We’re all for one and one for all. 
A lot of people thought I should be 
upset, would be upset. But I was far 
from being upset. I just took what I 
could. Some things are not in my 
hands.” 


Bosch, Travis Toline, Aaron Wills and 
Brandon Mooberry, the Cornhuskers 
are again solid at rush end. Despite the 
departure of Wistrom, the position 
remains a strength, as it has been in 
recent seasons. 

“We have really good players at 
rush end. We'll be able to put three or 
four players out there who could play 
extremely well for us. We could possi- 
bly go as deep as five,” said coach 
Frank Solich. 

“We expect Mike and Chad to be 
excellent front-line players for us. 
They’re veteran players who played 
tremendously well last year. We're 
expecting them to have great years 
and be leaders.” 

Rucker and Kelsay both fit in a tra- 
dition of rush ends that includes Trev 
Alberts, the 1993 Butkus Award win- 
ner who helped define the position 
even though he was called an “outside 
linebacker,” and All-American Jared 
Tomich as well as Wistrom, 

“I think that’s what makes this pro- 
gram so good; it can recycle itself,” 
Rucker said. “It’s not like a one-year 
type of thing, where they’re good one 
year but the next year it goes downhill 
a little bit, like some programs do. I 
think the program speaks for itself. It’s 
just something that’s been built on. 

"It’s just going to keep on happen- 
ing that way, I guess. I can’t see why it 
would stop.” 

Rucker will do his part by going 
after quarterbacks with “Stone Cold” 
persistence. 

He’s not “Stone Cold” sinister, 
though. Far from it. He’s just a pro 
wrestling fan. 

“IT watched WWF when I was little, 
back when the Junkyard Dog and all 
those guys were wrestling. There's a 
lot of old wrestlers I wish I could see 
some more, like Ricky ‘The Dragon’ 
Steamboat. But all those cats aren't 
around anymore,” said Rucker. 

Flair, who is close to 50, has ties to 
Minnesota, and Foreman, who is from 
Eden Prairie, “has seen Ric Flair a lot, 
so maybe this summer we can get up 
there and catch some matches,” said 
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Rucker. 
He’s also hoping to meet Steve 
Williams, aka Stone Cold Steve Austin. 
Williams was a rush end at North 
Texas, and Barnes was his coach. 
Stone Cold, who weighed maybe 


For a free brochure or 
more information about 
these Husker football 
tours, contact the Ne- 
braska Alumni Association 
at 402-472-2841 or the 


Playing time is among those things, 
so “I've just got to go out there and do 
what I can do best, what I’m here for, 
what I love to do, and the rest will take 
care of itself. That's the kind of attitude 


I took. 

“Eventually, if you've got a good 
attitude, it’s going to pay off.” 

With Rucker and Kelsay, as well as 
returning lettermen Kyle Vandon 


235 pounds, was much different then, 
according to Barnes. He was laid-back, 
quiet, almost to the point of being shy. 
He was like Rucker in that sense. 

But not now. Definitely not now. @ 
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Offensive line 
prospect 

Jason Schwab’s 
commitment 

to Nebraska 
doesn’t end 
with the tattoo 
on his bicep 


he tattoo on Jason Schwab's left 
bicep is of a block N with “O- 
line” across it. 

His mom, Mary, was distraught 
when she first saw it. “She cried for 
days,” Schwab said, exaggerating a lit- 
tle. “It was kind of like, I don’t know 
what you'd say, a big shocker.” 

That was three years ago. “She's 
kind of gotten over it,” he said. 

“But she still doesn’t like to look at 
it.” 

Schwab got the tattoo during his 
freshman year, the day after Matt 
Baldwin got one just like it. 

He and Baldwin are the “squat 
brothers,” Schwab said. 

The nickname is based on their par- 
tiality to the squat life, as well as their 
friendship and the fact they are both 
juniors and play on the offensive line. 
Schwab is a tackle, Baldwin a center. 

The distress it caused his mom 
notwithstanding, the tattoo represents 
something significant about Schwab, a 
walkon from Cretin-Derham Hall prep 
school in St. Paul, Minn. 

Getting the tattoo was an act of 
faith by Schwab, who was a redshirt 
when he got it. There was no guaran- 
tee he would ever play on the offen- 
sive line or earn a scholarship. Had 
things not worked out as they have, 
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the tattoo would have been little more 
than a constant reminder of a dream 
not realized. 

That isn’t the way Schwab saw it, 
however. “No matter what, if I got a 
scholarship or not, I was going to be a 
part of this team, even if I was only on 
the point-after team every year,” he 
said. 

“No matter what, I was going to 
stay here and stick it out.” 

Schwab, who didn’t merit a photo 
in the 1997 media guide, has a scholar- 
ship now and an opportunity to suc- 
ceed Eric Anderson as the starting 
right tackle; he began the spring atop 
the depth chart. 

As is the case with most walkons, 
Schwab has overcome long odds. No 
NCAA Division I-A schools were 
interested enough to offer a scholar- 
ship, in part because he was sidelined 
most of his senior season in high 
school because of a hyperextended 
knee, suffered in the second game. 

He took a recruiting visit to North 
Dakota State, a perennial power in 
NCAA Division II, thinking “for sure I 
had a full-ride (scholarship)” there. 
But he was turned down by the Bison. 

“They said I wasn’t explosive 
enough for their offensive line,” he 
said. 

Anticipating questions about the 
effects of the knee injury, he took the 
results of an MRI test along with him 
on his trip to Fargo, N.D. , but to no 
avail. “They had their team doctor 
look at it, and it checked out all right,” 
said Schwab. Rocky Hager, the head 
coach at the time, remained unim- 
pressed. 

Iowa State also wasn’t interested 
enough to offer him a scholarship. 
“Their whole deal was, their offensive 


With the departure of four 
starters from last year’s line, 
coach Milt Tenopir is looking 
for Schwab (with hat) and 
Adam Julch to prove they 
deserve promotions. 


line coach said I didn’t roll my hips 
when I hit somebody,” said Schwab. 

“That was their excuse for not tak- 
ing me.” 

As the letter-of-intent signing date 
drew near, the Cyclones represented 
one of only two chances for a Division 
I-A scholarship. Wyoming was the 
other. The Cowboys invited him to 
Laramie on a recruiting trip “with all 
their top prospects, so I was figuring at 
least I'd have a shot there,” he said. 

By then, “I would have taken a 
scholarship from anywhere. That’s 
how desperate I was.” 

But Wyoming didn’t make an offer, 
leaving only Montana State and a 
handful of other non-Division I 
schools from which to choose. He 
might have gone to Montana State, 
even though it wasn’t what he wanted, 
had it not been for his dad, Albert, a 
microbiologist for the Food and Drug 


Administration. 

Albert Schwab told his son he was 
good enough to play with the best. 

“He was a big influence for me to 
come here,” Jason said. 

“If my parents didn’t support me 
and give me the opportunity to come 
to school here, I would have had to 
take a scholarship to Montana State. 
And I just wouldn't have been happy.” 

He knew his dad’s encouragement 
was sincere. His dad never tried to 
delude him into thinking he was better 
than he was. “My dad was really 
intense when I was growing up,” said 
Schwab. “He was one of those parents 
you didn’t want to be around at a 
game because he was always yelling. 

“He always pushed me. Some par- 
ents are like, if their kid does good or 
bad, they'll say he did a good job. But 
he never ever told me I did good if I 
did a bad job. That made me accept 
what wasn’t good enough and (under- 
stand) that I had to do better. I thank 
him for that, for not lying to me.” 

Schwab's family is important to his 
success. His mom, who works for a 
drug enforcement agency, also is “very 
disciplined,” he said. “I get a lot of my 


work ethic from my parents.” 

His brother Chris, a first-round 
draft pick now playing in the Montreal 
Expos’ minor league system, has 
played a role as well. “He was a big 
factor in my coming here,” Schwab 
said. “He was always really confident 
in me. He got me in the weight room. 
All those times I wanted to quit, he 
was there to give me the extra push I 
needed. He started me (lifting) in the 
eighth grade, working hard, getting a 
good foundation.” 

Schwab built on that foundation 


“These coaches 
are probably 
some of the 
only coach- 

es in the 
NCAA who 
are men of 
their word.” 


Jason Schwab 


during high school, under the supervi- 
sion of Roger Erikson, “a big-time 
trainer back home. He runs a small 
gym and only takes a few people.” 

When the early-February letter-of- 
intent signing date came and went 
without a Division I-A scholarship 
offer, Schwab became discouraged. He 
suffered from “major depression,” he 
said. 

“That was one of the worst times of 
my life. My goal as a freshman in high 
school was to get a Division I scholar- 
ship because sports run deep in my 
family. Not that I was pressured. 
That's what I wanted to do. So those 
months, November, December and 
January, were pretty lonely around my 
house.” 

Although Nebraska hadn’t offered 
him a scholarship, it had maintained 
contact with him throughout the 
recruiting process, even after he suf- 
fered the knee injury. Soon after letter- 
of-intent day, Cornhusker assistant 
Dan Young called to ask if he’d be 
interested in visiting and walking on. 

Schwab came to Lincoln — his 
recruiting hosts were Josh Heskew and 
Brandt Wade — and that was all it 
took. He was impressed with the facili- 
ties. He was excited about the prospect 
of playing for then-coach Tom 
Osborne. And he was aware of 
Nebraska’s reputation for being a 
haven for walk-ons. 

Young told him he could earn a 
scholarship by working his way up the 
depth chart. 

“These coaches are probably some 
of the only coaches in the NCAA who 
are men of their word. They keep their 
word,” said Schwab, who was award- 
ed a scholarship prior to last season. 

“Coach Young said if I got to the 
No. 1 or No. 2 spot that I’d receive a 
scholarship. And as soon as I hit the 
No. 2 spot, they gave me a full-ride. 
That was one of the most exciting 
times in my life. 

“Tt meant more to me to get a schol- 
arship after coming in as a walk-on 
than it would have out of high school 
because I knew I had to come here and 
prove that I could play. I couldn’t 
just be somebody who looked good 
on film in high school and not per- 
form. I had to come in and per- 
form.” 

On the first day of classes in the 
fall, Osborne asked Schwab to see 
him after practice. 

“I'm thinking: ‘What did I do? I 
didn’t do anything wrong. I’m 
going to class, doing everything I’m 
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supposed to be doing.’ I was kind of — 
I don’t know— timid the whole prac- 
tice because that was always in the 
back of my mind,” Schwab said. “So 
after practice, I’m thinking: ‘What's he 
going to say?’ “ 

What Osborne said was that 
Schwab had earned a scholarship. 

He was ecstatic, but he didn’t let 
on. “I mean, it was the kind of thing 
where I didn’t want to show my 
excitement or whatever in front of 
him. But after I got home, I just kind of 
lay down on the couch and called my 
parents. My dad was really proud, and 
my mom got real emotional,” said 
Schwab. 

“Tt was just nice to be able to call 
and thank my parents for never quit- 


ting on me.” 

Schwab has made significant 
progress since arriving at Nebraska in 
the fall of 1995, weighing 290 pounds 
with 20 percent body fat. Now he 
weighs 305 pounds, with 13 percent 
body fat. 

It would have been easy to become 
discouraged that first fall on the scout 
team. In his first practice, “one of my 
fondest memories,” he lined up 
against nose tackle Christian Peter. 

“| had just graduated high school; 
I'm 18 years old and I’m going against 
this 23-year-old guy,” Schwab said. 
“He just . . . 1 mean, they snapped the 
ball. I looked up. And he was gone. 

“1 knew then I would have to really 
come in and prove myself.” 


CAMP DATES 
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He was far from discouraged by the 
experience, however. 

“It was a great opportunity to play 
against people like that,” he said. “It’s 
exciting. You're just going to get better 
playing against guys like Christian 
Peter, Jason Peter and Grant Wistrom, 
some of the premier defensive linemen 
in the country. And now they’re all 
going to be in the pros.” 

Schwab’s travails didn’t end with 
his redshirt season. He was sidelined 
by a broken ankle three games into his 
second season — and the broken ankle 
didn’t occur during a game. 

He was supposed to see his first 
game action as a Cornhusker in the 
closing seconds of the 65-9 victory 
against Colorado State. Offensive line 
coach Milt Tenopir told him he would 
be going in on the next offensive pos- 
session. There was no next possession, 
however, because Shevin Wiggins 
returned Colorado State’s punt 43 
yards for a touchdown. “So that kind 
of blew that,” Schwab said. 

“The next week in practice I broke 
my ankle, and that was it for the sea- 
son.” 

Schwab hopes to line up alongside 
junior tight end T.J. DeBates at times in 
the fall. DeBates is from Stewartville, 
Minn., and “we're just great friends all 
the way around,” said Schwab. 

“One of the things I look forward to 
at practice every day is coming out 
and playing beside him. He's just a 
great kid, another hard-worker. He 
never takes a play off. He’s very 
intense. It’s overwhelming how hard 
he works at everything — school, 
everything. I try to model his work 
ethic.” 

DeBates, a first-team Academic All- 
Big 12 honoree, went into the spring as 
the No. 2 tight end, behind senior 
Sheldon Jackson. He played in 11 
games including the Orange Bowl as 
the fourth tight end last season. 

Schwab played in 10 games plus the 
Orange Bowl as Anderson's backup. 
He was credited with 17 “pancake” 
blocks, including a high of five in a 49- 
21 rout of Baylor. He began realizing 
the dream that took shape when he 
was a freshman, when he and Baldwin 
got the “O-line” tattoos. 

“Tt’s something I’m not ever going 
to be ashamed of,” Schwab said. “I 
have a lot of pride in the Nebraska 
offensive line. It’s going to be a con- 
stant reminder one day that I played 
with the best. 

“It’s always going to be there to 
remind me.” 
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Class (of ‘97) 


Action 


If the Huskers are looking to get their best 22 players on the field, 
look no further than last year’s recruiting class for some some bodies 


t Nebraska, where standards are 
set that many other college foot- 
ball programs follow, it has 
always been fashionable 
to play freshmen if they 
have the talent to con- 
tribute. The Huskers have 
never been afraid to play 
young players and that is one 
of the main reasons why 
Nebraska is always recruiting 


country. 

According to some national 
recruiting gurus, Nebraska’s 1997 
recruiting class ranked anywhere from 
sixth to 14th in the country. The 
Cornhuskers landed the No. 1 quarter- 
back class with the top two run/ pass 
quarterbacks (Bobby Newcombe and 
Eric Crouch) and also signed the 
nation’s top outside linebacker (Kyle 


Bobby Newcombe impressed 
coaches this spring with his 
poise behind center and better- 
than-average throwing ability. 


Vanden Bosch). 

That class paid huge dividends in 
the Huskers’ national championship 
last season as many of new faces on 
campus contributed to Tom Osborne’s 
third title in four years. Newcombe 
moved to wingback and was electric as 
a receiver and special teams returner. 
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one of the top 10 classes in the Hale 


While Newcombe received the 
majority of the headlines others from 
his class saw nearly as much action 
including wide receiver Matt 
Davison, cornerback Erwin 
Swiney, Joe Walker, Vanden 
Bosch and tailback Correll 
Buckhalter. 

“It’s an excellent class with a 
number of really talented ath- 

letes,” said head coach Frank 

Solich. “In this day and age you 

have to rely on a number of 

young players to come into your 
system to play right away or at least in 
some degree to be back-up players in 
your system. So, as I look at the 1997 
class we have a number of guys 
already who have contributed in the 
program and many who will con- 
tribute this season.” 

The Huskers are always looking to 
get their best 22 players on the field, 
and with Scott Frost returning for his 
senior season a year ago, Newcombe 
was moved to the slot and given the 


top punt return duties. 

However, once a quarterback 
always a quarterback, and Newcombe 
has never given up his dream of lead- 
ing the Husker offense from under 
center. This spring Newcombe battled 
for the top quarterback spot with 
incumbent Frankie London. 


“Bobby is going to continue to work 
at the quarterback position,” Solich 
said. “He has been there this entire 
spring and has played very well. In the 
initial scrimmage he showed that he is 
a very talented player and we are look- 
ing forward to seeing how he does the 
rest of the spring. At some point a 
decision will have to be made and if 
Bobby is clearly the No. 1 player at the 
position, then he will stay at quarter- 
back. 

“He is certainly capable of playing 
the spot very well, with his speed and 
he’s got better throwing ability than 
what you would think. If it looks like 
one of the other quarterbacks is play- 
ing equal with him, then we would 
consider moving him back to receiver 
where Bobby is experienced for us and 
has shown All-America ability.” 

Crouch came to Nebraska with just 
as many accolades as Newcombe. 
However, while Newcombe is already 
a star at Nebraska, Crouch has gone 
through knee surgery, redshirted his 
freshman season and is just now 
getting a chance. 

“Eric had a tough freshman 
year, with his operation and not 
being able to play his freshman 
year,” Solich said. “This is really 
his first time at running our 
offense. There is no question that 
he is really a talented player, but 
he’s behind in knowing our 
offense. He's a bright young man 
and is catching up quickly and 
we expect that he will be a very 
talented player at the position.” 

The Huskers are always 
developing young offensive line- 
men and thus far the 1997 class 
looks to have five very talented 
players. Dominic Raiola is work- 
ing at center this spring, but 
could be moved to guard. Kyle 
Kollmorgen is working at left tackle 
and is currently listed second on the 
depth chart. He has great size and will 
play next fall. Dave Volk at right tack- 
le, Jon Rutherford at right guard and 
Steve Alstadt at left guard have all 


impressed this spring and are in a bat- 
tle to contribute in the fall. 

Davison has already made a name 
for himself by making the miracle 
catch against Missouri at the end of 
regulation play. 

“Matt is a very talented receiver 
and played a great deal for us,” Solich 
said. “He will play a bigger role for us 
this season and is really a good foot- 
ball player.” 

Ben Cornelson is a talented athlete 
the Huskers coaching staff wants to 
look at as a wide receiver; however, an 
injured shoulder has knocked him of 
spring practice. Redshirt freshman 
tight end Tracey Wistrom is currently 
the third tight end on the roster and 
will get his first playing time in 1998. 

A team can never have too many 
running backs and that proved true for 
the Huskers last season. DeAngelo 
Evans was lost for the year and 
Ahman Green lost playing time as 
well, forcing true freshman Correll 
Buckhalter into the lineup sooner than 
most people expected. 

On defense, Vanden Bosch is cer- 
tainly living up to his vast reputation. 
He played some as a true freshman 
and will get more playing time as a 
sophomore. A hamstring injury has 


slowed him some this spring. 

Redshirt freshman Mark Vedral has 
been moved from fullback to weakside 
linebacker, while two other redshirts, 
Jamie Burrow and Chris Gustafson, 
are trying to work their way into a 
very crowded situation at middle line- 
backer . 

In the secondary Swiney and 
Walker both played big roles as true 
freshmen and that won’t change in 
1998. 

Dion Booker was another highly 
recruited defensive back in the 1997 
class. Booker decided to redshirt a year 
ago, but is ready to make his mark. 

“Tt was Dion’s decision to redshirt a 
year ago,” said Solich. “We thought he 
was good enough to play for us, but 
he’s had an excellent spring and will 
be involved with what we do in the 
defensive secondary.” 

Only two players from the 1997 
class — defensive tackle Glen 
Matthews and defensive back Brandon 
Harrison — won't contribute this fall. 

However, when you look at the star 
potential of this class, coupled with the 
great group of offensive linemen and 
excellent defensive backs, it is safe to 
say that the Class of 1997 will help 
keep Nebraska at the top. 
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HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 21 


Lue, a first-team All-Big 12 
selection this year, led the 
Cornhuskers to a 20-12 


Doug DeVoe 


Projected to be the 
second point guard 
taken in the 
upcoming NBA draft, 
junior Tyronn Lue’s 
decision to leave 
Nebraska wasn’t 
hard to make 


yronn Lue left the court at the 

Devaney Sports Center near the 

end of Nebraska’s 82-65 victory 

against Texas Tech to the chant 

of “One more year! One more 
year!” 

The experience was a personal 
highlight of Lue’s Cornhusker career. 

“Tt gave me a good feeling,” he said 
at a news conference on March 31. 

The Texas Tech game was 
Nebraska’s last at home during the 
1997-98 season. As it turns out, it also 
was the last Lue would play at the 
Sports Center, which was why the fans 
were chanting. 

They wanted him to return to 
Nebraska for his senior season. But he 
will not. 

Lue announced at the news confer- 
ence that he would forgo his final sea- 
son of collegiate eligibility and submit 
his name for the NBA draft which will 
be held on June 24 in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

“After long discussions with my 
family and the Nebraska coaching 
staff, I have decided to make myself 
eligible for this year’s NBA draft,” Lue 
said, reading from a prepared state- 
ment. 

The media room at the Sports 
Center was packed with reporters and 
Lue’s teammates. Coach Danny Nee 


sat to Lue’s right. 

“It has been a lifelong dream of 
mine to play in the NBA, and I feel like 
the time is right for me to make that 
dream a reality,” he said. “In declaring 
myself eligible for the draft, I want it 
to be known that I plan to remain in 
school to pursue my degree and that I 
have not signed with an agent as of 
yet.” 

By not signing with an agent, Lue is 
leaving himself an option. If he were to 
change his mind, based on where he is 
drafted, he could still return to 
Nebraska. 

The junior point guard isn’t likely 
to back out, however. He expects to be 
a first-round pick, probably among the 
first 20 players selected in the two 
rounds of the draft. “I’m pretty sure, 
pretty confident in myself,” he said. 
“That’s why I made the decision to 
come out this year. 

“I've done my research. I’ve talked 
to a few people, a few agents here and 


“They don’t want 
to tell you who 
they’re going to 
draft because 
they just don’t 
want to give it up. 
But 
there’s 

been tons 

and 

tons of 

inquiries.” 

Danny Nee, on 


Lue’s draftable 
future. 


there, just trying to see how everybody 
thought about me. It’s pretty much the 
same feedback, everything was posi- 
tive. Right now, they have me the sec- 
ond guard picked behind (Arizona's 
Mike) Bibby. Bibby’s supposed to go in 
the top five, so they say that will leave 
me anywhere from six to 15. But noth- 
ing below 20.” 

Being selected lower than No. 20, 
which seems unlikely, might warrant 
reconsideration. 

Among the other point guards 
regarded as potential first-round draft 
picks are juniors Jason Williams of 
Florida and Andre Miller of Utah and 
freshman Barron Davis of UCLA. 

Williams was dismissed from the 


Gators during the season for violating 
team rules. Miller has indicated he'll 
probably return for his senior season 
after Coach Rick Majerus turned down 
an offer from Arizona State. And 
Davis suffered torn knee ligaments 
during the NCAA Tournament. 

“We've gotten positive responses 
from everyone we've called,” said 
Nee. “And through the whole year 
they were coming in, evaluating him, 
and most of the time, it was good eval- 
uations.” 

Lue, one of just 19 players in 
Cornhusker history to score 1,000 or 
more points during his career, ranks 
seventh on the all-time list, with 1,577. 
His 678 points in 1997-98 were the sec- 
ond-most in a season in Nebraska his- 
tory, behind Dave Hoppen’s 704 


points in 1984-85. 

Lue’s 21.2 points-per-game average 
last season ranked second in the Big 12 
and is fifth all-time at Nebraska. His 
focus almost certainly will change in 
the NBA, however. 

Lue announced plans to donate 
$25,000 to Nebraska “during the 


course” of his NBA career, “in recogni- 


tion of the university’s support of me. 
This is just a small token of my grati- 
tude for everything the university and 
athletic department have meant and 
done for me,” he said. 

The university and athletic depart- 
ment benefited as well. 

“We want to thank him for three 
years, three good years,” Nee said. 

Cornhusker fans wish there could 
have been a fourth. 


Be Seen With The « 
Best Dressed 
Kids In'Tobwn. 


Show your good taste, and your team spirit, 
with a limited Edition Husker Kid! These 
handmade dolls are crafted in the U.S., 
are 24” tall, feature real clothes, working 
watches and accessories. 
We can personalize any doll and one 
of a kind collectibles are available. We 
accept custom orders and have 
National Championship Dolls 
available now! 
Call toll-free 
1-888-93DOLLS (1-888-933-6557). 
We accept Mastercard and Visa. 
To order by mail, 
‘1 send check or money 
} order to: Those Little 
Buttons, P.O. Box 1196, 
™ Costa Mesa, CA 
mw 92628-1196. 


LORI, THE CHEERLEADER 
Limited Edition of 1000 
$165.00 


HUSKER #30 HUSKER #15 JENNY AND FRIEND LITTLE TOMMY, A FAN 
Limited Edition of 1000 Limited Edition of 1000 Limited Edition of 750 Limited Edition of 500 


$175.00 $175.00 $225.00 $165.00 


London Hopes 
To Avoid Frost-bite 


As the early favorite to succeed Scott Frost at quarterback, Frankie London is 
determined to rise above stiff competition and lofty expectations 


t's tough being on top, just ask 
Frankie London. 
Or Scott Frost. 
Do you remember when 
Nebraska played Central 
Florida in the second game last 
season? Frost, the clear-cut No. 1 
quarterback and Big 12 
Offensive Newcomer of the Year 


in 1996, had a 12-2 record as Gurt 


1 on the depth chart. Last season, he 
appeared in nine games, rushed for 
198 yards and completed 10-of- 
22 passes for 201 yards. The 6- 
foot, 180-pounder claims his pri- 
mary strength is his strong right 
arm. 

“T like to throw the football a 
lot,” said London. “If need be, I 
can sit in the pocket and move 


NU’s starter. But against a MicKeever the team down the field.” 


defense that was far from being 

a pushover, Frost was unable to drive 
the Cornhuskers for scores on two of 
his first three series. 

London, a sophomore who was still 
battling to be the No. 2 quarterback, 
then entered to a rousing Memorial 
Stadium ovation and proceeded to 
methodically direct an eight-play, 65- 
yard touchdown drive. 

When Frost re-entered to start the 
next series, he was greeted by a loud 
chorus of boos. 

Frost seemed undaunted by the 
lack of appreciation and went on to 
have one of the most stellar seasons 
ever by a Nebraska quarterback. 

Meanwhile, London remained a 
gracious understudy while awaiting 
his turn to run the show. 

And now, as the junior from Lake 
Charles, La., sits in that coveted posi- 
tion this spring, there’s a lot of talk 
about sophomore Bobby Newcombe 
taking over as NU’s top quarterback. 

Newcombe, a prep All-American 
quarterback from Albuquerque, N.M., 
made some dazzling plays as a reserve 
wingback and punt returner last sea- 
son. And now that he’s moved back to 
battle for the quarterback position, fan 
enthusiasm for London has faded. 

It’s a situation London expected. 

“I’m still chasing something, and 
that’s to be the starter. I try not to 
worry about what other people are 
saying about whoever is competing 
against me,” he said. “I just worry 
about what Frankie London needs to 
do. 

London entered spring practice No. 


Although he is a step slower 
than Newcombe in the 40-yard 
dash (Newcombe clocked a team-best 


Jon Waller 


Frankie London has waited three 
years for his opportunity to be 
the starting quarterback at 
Nebraska. 


4.47 in pre-practice testing; London a 
4.59), London does have a lot of “miss- 
me” in him. 

“We want to see how Frankie 
London holds up, knowing he can be 
the starter,” quarterbacks coach Turner 
Gill said after the first four practices. 

Halfway through spring drills, the 
defense was getting the best of both 
London and Newcombe. Then again, 
defensive coordinator Charlie McBride 
has 10 players who started at least 
three games last year back, while the 
offense has three returning starters. 

In the first full scrimmage, on April 


11, the No. 1 offense failed to manage 
even a first down in its first seven pos- 
sessions against the top defense. 

“Defense is always ahead early, 
especially against a new quarterback 
or two and a new offensive line and 
new backs,” McBride said. “You're 
always going to have a breakdown or 
two early because of timing and expe- 
rience. That'll get solved.” 

London completed 4-of-8 passes for 
24 yards and rushed 11 times for 
minus-5 yards in the April 11 scrim- 
mage. Newcombe completed 3-of-8 
passes for 25 yards and rushed nine 
times for minus-9 yards. He did direct 
the first-team’s only scoring drive, a 
65-yard march that he capped with a 
5-yard run. 

“No matter how talented we are at 
quarterback, we will have some inex- 
perience there,” coach Frank Solich 
said. “It might be a little like Scott 
Frost two years ago. We understand 
you can’t play perfectly. But consisten- 
cy is a big part of who does become 
the starter.” 

Both quarterbacks seem to be mak- 
ing a smooth transition moving from 
Tom Osborne to Solich. 

“T find myself being a little more 
relaxed and under control. When 
Coach Osborne was here, I found I 
was trying so hard to show him I 
could get the job done,” London said. 

He'll still have to prove that to 
Solich, but with so many people talk- 
ing about Newcombe, it’s something 
London looks forward to every day. 

“I've waited a long time,” said 
London. “If it doesn’t happen, then 
God didn’t intend it to happen and, in 
my heart, I might be sad. Then again, 
better things might be around the cor- 
ner, | might turn around the next day 
and win the lottery for $36 million. 
Things do happen for a reason.” 

Stay tuned. 


Curt McKeever is a sports writer, coverin 


the University of Nebraska for the Lincoln 
Journal Star. In addition to reporting on foot- 
ball he is the primary beat writer for the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams. 
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Shaping The Minds 


Of The Young 


There’s something special and addictive about Dear Old Nebraska U 


rowing up in Nebraska, I was as 
big a Husker fan as anybody. 
My memory may be a bit 
selective, bordering on 
nostalgic, but I think the 
first Big Red game I ever 
saw was the “Game of the 
Century” in 1971. As I recall, my 
family gathered around the tele- 
vision set to eat Thanksgiving 
dinner and watch what I was Bill 


told was a football game. Of Doleman 


course, we had the sound turned 
down and the radio on. 

It wasn’t Nebraska football without 
Lyell Bremser, you know, I’m not quite 
sure I fully comprehended what I was 
watching, but “Man, woman and 
child,” I liked what I saw. 

Through the years, I didn’t get to 
see my Husker heroes in action very 
often. They weren’t on TV much, and I 
think I only attended a half dozen or 
so games before I went to college. 

Looking back, I’m not sure what 
provided the greater thrill, actually 
going to the game or just hearing my 
mom say those five coveted words: “I 
got us two tickets.” No one has a 
greater appreciation for gameday at 
Memorial Stadium than those who 
rarely get to experience it. I'm not sure 
I should admit this, but part of the rea- 
son I attended college at Nebraska was 
because I would have the opportunity 
to buy student tickets. That and, of 
course, the opportunity to get an 
affordable, quality education. 

In 1983, when it looked as though I 
was never going to get to see the 
“Scoring Explosion” in person, [ con- 
vinced my journalism teacher at 
Fairbury High to let me go to Lincoln 
and do a story on Mike Rozier. 

I drove to Lincoln and got there just 
as practice was ending and just as 
Rozier was heading into the locker- 
room tunnel. No time for nerves to 
take hold. I yelled for him to wait. He 
stopped. No sooner had I explained to 
him who I was and why I was there 
than he asked: “Can we do it tomor- 
row?” 
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It was more a statement than a 
question. “OK, That's fine. No prob- 
lem,” I said. 

It was all I could mutter, 
knowing full well that it wasn’t 
fine. | would have to explain to 
my teacher why | had to skip 
i class again and tell my mom 
i) why I had to take the car to 
Lincoln again. Plus, the sports 
information office has had a 
long-standing policy that dur- 
ing the season, no interviews 
are to be conducted after Wednesday. 

Nevertheless, I conquered all my 
hurdles on the home front, went back 


Ron Kihwood 


Heisman Trophy winner 

Mike Rozier and the “Scoring 
Explosion” brought many fans, 
both old and young, into the 
Husker fold in the 1980s. 


to Lincoln the next day and again 
caught Rozier as he was heading into 
the lockerroom. He gave me that “Can 
we do it tomorrow?” look, but sat 
down, out of sympathy I’m sure. We 
talked for half an hour. 

1 really wasn’t nervous, but I still 
couldn't believe [ was talking to Mike 
Rozier nor could I believe it when a 
tall man with red hair walked by and 
nodded hello. You know who I'm talk- 
ing about. I’d seen the guy on TV a 
million times but never in person. 

In a second he was gone, leaving 


Rozier and me to discuss Rozier’s 
career, the Heisman, the second- 
ranked Texas Longhorns (my, how 
times change) and the national cham- 
pionship Nebraska surely would win. I 
had already broken department policy 
by conducting my interview on a 
Thursday, so | figured I might as well 
violate any journalistic integrity I had 
developed in three and a half months 
on the job as a high school sports edi- 
tor. I asked for an autograph, telling 
Rozier it was for my cousin. 

Mike kind of chuckled and signed 
my notebook. We shook hands, and I 
was off. 

My memory may be a bit 
selective again, but I think 
any aspirations | had of 
being an accountant were 
left at Memorial Stadium 
that day. Fourteen years 
later, I have somehow 
pieced together a career as 
a sportscaster, with the 
majority of my time spent 
covering the team and 
coach I grew up idolizing. 

In that time, I will admit 
my fanaticism has waned a 
bit and given way to feel- 
ings of great respect and 
admiration for Nebraska 
athletics and the people 
who make up the Husker 
family: the players, the coaches and 
the fans. And it goes beyond football. 

Whenever [ travel and people ask 
me about the Huskers and what it’s 
like at Nebraska, invariably I will 
answer at some point that it’s just dif- 
ferent there. In this case different is 
good. Anybody growing up in the 
Cornhusker State knows that there’s 
just something special about Dear Old 
Nebraska U. 

Call it love at first sight. 


Bill Doleman’s face is familiar 

to Cornhusker fans. He is host for several 
Nebraska-related television programs 
including the “Husker Show” and coaches’ 
shows for Terry Pettit, Paul Sanderford and 
Frank Solich. 


espite losing All-America out- 
side hitter Lisa Reitsma to grad- 
uation, the Nebraska volleyball 
team isn’t slowing down. In fact, 
the Huskers plan to pick up the 
pace next season. 

The Huskers began six weeks of 
spring practices March 9 with work- 
outs focused on speeding up the 
tempo offensively. Nebraska coach 
Terry Pettit said the changes 
being made are more a fac- 
tor of Nebraska’s personnel 
than any concerns carried 
over from last season. The 
1997 Huskers, who finished 
with a 27-7 record, fell 
one match shy of a third 
straight trip to the Final 
Four. 

“If we were really 
big, you wouldn’t neces- 
sarily want to go quite 
as quick,” said Pettit, who is 683- 
147 in 21 seasons as Nebraska's 
coach, “Fortunately, our hitters 
are comfortable hitting the quick 
attack and we can ball handle 
well enough to do it. We're very 
athletic and we return three of 
our primary passers.” 

Nebraska’s leading returner, 
however, is All-America setter 
Fiona Nepo. The senior-to-be 
from Honolulu is on pace to 
break the Nebraska career record 
for assists held by current NU 
assistant Nikki (Stricker) Best. 

Nepo led Nebraska on a tour 
of her home state this spring. The 
Huskers spent over a week prac- 
ticing in Hawaii, then opened 
their exhibition season with a 
win over the host Rainbow 
Wahine. 

“T would have hated to 
lose to them, especially 
over there,” said Nepo, 
who usually makes it 
home just twice a year. 
“When I came_ to 
Nebraska, a lot of people were sur- 
prised because they think Hawaii vol- 
leyball is the greatest. They don’t get a 
chance to see us Huskers.” 

What observers on the islands saw 
was a more balanced Nebraska attack. 
Minus the 500-plus kills Reitsma pro- 
vided last season, the Huskers must 
spread the workload among a number 
of players, Pettit said. Nebraska 


Senior Megan Korver (above) 
will be one of the beneficiaries 
of the spread-out workload. 


returns six players who had 100 or 
more kills last season, including 
seniors Megan Korver of Panama 
(Norris), Neb., and Jaime Krondak of 
Lincoln (East). 

Junior Tonia Tauke, a middle block- 
er from Council Bluffs, Iowa, excelled 
against Hawaii, pounding 16 kills at an 
efficiency of over .400. 

“She’s practiced the most consis- 

tently and had the most success of 


Picking 


Up The 
ce 


play three timed games with rally 
scoring. The first two games are each 
14 minutes in length, with the clock 
running during play only. A third 
game, if necessary, is only three min- 
utes. 

The system does promote higher 
scoring. For example, Nebraska defeat- 
ed Hawaii, 62-51 and 58-47. 

Experimental scoring won't be 
involved this fall, when Nebraska 
opens its season Sept. 1 against 
Creighton. Pettit said Nebraska likely 
will face Top 25 challengers Stanford, 
San Diego, Florida, Loyola Marymount 
and Ohio State before beginning Big 12 
Conference play. 


Minus Lisa Reitsma, the 
volleyball team plans to speed 


up their offensive tempo this fall 


any time in her career,” Pettit said. 
“We'll be spreading the ball around 
quite a bit more. We've altered our 
passing some and our setting some to 
reflect that.” 

In addition to Hawaii, Nebraska 
gauged its progress this spring against 
the likes of Wisconsin, Kansas State, 
Arkansas, Kansas and Creighton in 
exhibition scrimmages. 

A scoring format developed by 
Michigan State coach Chuck Erbe was 
tested during the spring season. Under 
the made-for-television plan, teams 


By Todd Henrichs 


Nebraska also owns one of 
the nation’s most experienced 
teams. 

Tauke headlines a junior class 
that includes Mandy Monson, 
Kim Crandall, Nikki Henk and 
Denise Koziol. Monson, of 
Wallace, Neb., developed into 
one of the Huskers’ most consis- 
tent threats late last season. 

Angie Oxley, Nancy 
Meendering, Jill McWilliams, 
Kim Behrends and Katie Jahnke 
are sophomores. Oxley, an 
Ogallala, Neb., graduate, was 
voted the Big 12’s top freshman 
following last season and Jahnke 
was selected as the league’s top 
newcomer. 

Outside of Reitsma, 
Nebraska’s only loss is Renee 
Saunders. The Omaha (Marian) prod- 
uct said this spring she would skip her 
senior season in volleyball and concen- 
trate efforts on contributing to the NU 
women’s basketball team. Saunders 
has two years of eligibility remaining 
in basketball after sitting out all of last 
season to heal chronic injuries in both 
ankles and a broken foot. 

Pettit said the changes offensively 
are minor and are designed to have the 
Huskers in position to contend for a 
spot in the Final Four this December at 
Madison, Wis. 

“The practices in Hawaii were some 
of the best and most focused we’ve 
had,” Pettit said. “We just have to 
carry that with us .” @ 


IT WAS AN EXAMPLE of life righting 
itself. It was poetic and ironic and 
unforgettable for Ali Viola. 

The Nebraska softball team’s slug- 
ging senior shortstop — arguably the 
greatest position player in program 
history — tore her anterior cruciate lig- 
ament rounding first base during a 15- 
1 loss to Iowa in the Cellular One 
Classic last year at Sacramento, Calif. 
She missed the season’s final 32 games 
after undergoing her fourth knee 
surgery in five years (two on each 
knee). 

Please fast forward exactly one year 
— to the day — of Viola’s latest knee 
injury. It is March 22nd again. Iowa is 
the opponent in the same tournament, 
only this time it is the championship 
game. Viola, despite battered knees, 
sprints home from first base with the 
winning run on Christie McCoy’s 
smash to center field. 

Viola smiles at the recollection of 
the 2-1 triumph. She remembers the 
words Nebraska senior catcher Jenny 
Smith shouted her way at the end of 
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ByTDIgan jo AieNUN 


Despite playing only 21 games 
last year, Viola entered her final 
college season having already 
eclipsed school records for home 
runs and RBIs. 


of a 6-0 conference start. Coach 
Rhonda Revelle knew such success 
was possible. With Viola, Smith, and 
second baseman Jennifer Lizama, the 
Huskers are strong up the middle. The 
middle would be even stronger if not 
for an early-April foot injury to sopho- 
more center fielder Jenifer Williams, 
who might return in time for the post- 
season. 

Nebraska’s offense is potent, its 
defense solid. And Voss has been 
nothing short of spectacular, going 22- 
6 with a 1.42 earned-run average while 
appearing in all but four games. 

Viola, meantime, simply does what 
comes naturally — tear apart pitchers. 
She said hitting has always come natu- 
rally to her. The 5-foot-4 California 
native can’t remember enduring a pro- 
longed slump. 

“I guess hitting is something I was 
born to do,” she said. 

With 12 home runs in 36 games, 
Viola was on a 22-home run 
pace (providing Nebraska 
plays 65 games this season), a 
figure that would place her 
among the top five on the 


The sound of Ali Viola’s record-shattering 
performance this season has been 
beautiful music to a softball team eyeing 
its first league crown since 1988 


By Steve Sipple 


the first inning after Smith had driven 
home the Cornhuskers’ first run. 

“Jenny came into the dugout and 
said, ‘That was for you, that was for 
you,’ “ Viola recalls. “I don’t know 
how much sweeter it can be. It was 
very gratifying. The team really want- 
ed to win for me, in a sense, and that 
felt good.” 

So far, it has been a feel-good sea- 
son for Nebraska. With Viola’s bat and 
pitcher Jenny Voss’ seemingly bionic 
right arm leading the way, the 
Huskers carried a 28-8 record and No. 
7 national ranking into a key six-game 
road swing in mid-April. 

Nebraska's ranking was its highest 
in eight years, arriving on the strength 


NCAA single-season chart. 

Viola also led Nebraska with a .423 
batting average, an .866 slugging 
mark, a .536 on-base percentage, 32 
runs-batted-in and 25 walks. Her 12 
homers gave her 43 for her career, just 
three shy of a tie for fourth on the 
NCAA's all-time list. Her 188 RBIs 
ranked 12th in NCAA history. 

“I'm definitely happy with the sea- 
son so far,” she said. “After a layoff, 
you don’t know how rusty you'll be. 

“I’m just going to try to keep doing 
what I’m doing — hitting line drives, 
hitting the ball hard. If you hit it well, 
the ball will go.” 

Nebraska teammates and coaches 
have never doubted Viola’s ability, 


and her mere presence is inspirational. 
“Everybody gets good vibes from Ali,” 
said Smith, who bats one spot behind 
Viola in the cleanup spot. 

Revelle said Viola is a vocal leader 
who “quarterbacks” the defense from 
her shortstop position. Viola’s bat, 
though, is her favorite instrument, and 
her statistics are music to Revelle’s 
ears. 

Viola is not egotistical. She is 
approachable, quick with a smile, 
polite, team-oriented. But her self-con- 
fidence is evident. She expects a lot 
from herself. When she came to 
Nebraska, she said, she knew it was 
possible to wreak havoc on the 
school’s record books, and she doesn’t 
bat an eye telling you so. 

“T never thought about NCAA 
records,” she said. “But I can’t say I 
didn’t set some goals when I looked 
through the Nebraska records. I knew 
if 1 stayed consistent, I could possibly 
accomplish some things.” 

Viola said her power comes from 
throwing her hips and legs into her 
swing at the proper moment. 
Watching Viola at the plate is like 
watching a professional golfer on the 
tee box: She makes one of sport’s most 
difficult skills look easy. It’s all about 


timing, she said. 

Considering her swing and her 
steady glove, it is no wonder Viola 
drew heavy recruiting attention in 
high school. She was a two-time all- 
state selection and an all-league player 
in each of her four seasons at San 
Marin High School in Novato, Calif., 
leading her team to two state champi- 
onships. 

Viola chose Nebraska over Hawaii, 
Iowa and Southwestern Louisiana. She 
says she liked the “feeling of tradition” 
that runs throughout the Nebraska 
athletic program. She also picked up 
positive energy from the Huskers’ 
coaching staff. 

More than anything, Viola said, she 
would like to cap her career with a Big 
12 regular-season title. Of course, she 
would like to lead Nebraska to the 
College World Series, but her primary 
focus, at least for now, is adding a Big 
12 title ring to her jewelry box. 

Nebraska's last league crown came 
in 1988 in the defunct Big Eight. 

“This program has worked really 
hard the last five or six years to win a 
conference championship,” Viola said. 
“We've fallen short a few times, and I 
want to be instrumental in helping us 
win one.” @ 
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Osborne Content 
To View From A Distance 


Watching spring practice from afar, Tom Osborne is determined to let Frank 
Solich run the team his way — just as Bob Devaney allowed Osborne to do 


om Osborne stood in the highest 

row of Section 15 of the South 
Stadium, watching his 
grandson Will and look- 

ing down on the field that 

soon would be officially 
named in his honor. 
The Nebraska football team, | 
Osborne’s responsibility for 25 
years, was preparing for a limit- 


ed scrimmage, the first of spring Miike 
practice and the first under new Babcock 


coach Frank Solich. 

Will’s interest in climbing and 
descending the steps nearby was 
quickly exhausted, though, of course, 
Will himself was not. Before long the 
two of them were at the lowest row, 
Grandpa sprawled on a bench seat 
alongside former Cornhuskers Grant 
Wistrom and Jason Peter while Will 
remained active. 

By the time the top offensive and 
defensive units lined up against each 
other, Osborne was on his feet, trailing 
the inquisitive Will. They remained for 
the entire scrimmage, in one location 
or another. 

As reporters waited to interview 
Solich, the two Osbornes exited 
beneath the southeast stands. 

“I’m sure once in a while I'll go 
over and watch practice,” Osborne had 
said during a news conference two 
weeks earlier. “I'll probably watch 
some of the scrimmages this spring. 

“I'll watch them, if it’s simply a 
matter of getting tapes. I'll watch 
every game. Whether I'll be there in 
person or not, I don’t know. But it isn’t 
a lack of interest on my part. I'll have 
the equipment and I'll have those 
tapes, as long as they’ll give them to 
me. Ill study them, I’ll know what 
they did. 

“At least I think I'll know what 
they did. So I'll be in touch.” 

Osborne can have all the videotape 
he wants to study, Solich said after the 
scrimmage. And he will study it, with- 
out a doubt. “Coach” might leave the 
game. But the game won't leave him. 

That was the underlying theme of 
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the Osborne news conference in late 
March. 

He was asked if he had gotten 
his “battery recharged” since 
| stepping aside. 

“Not really,” he replied. “I've 
been traveling so much, I feel 
about like | did during recruiting 
season. But I never felt bad. So 

that was never a major issue for 

me, that I was emotionally 

exhausted or just so tired I 

couldn't function. | feel good 
enough to coach some more. That's 
probably one of the problems. 

“If 1 was exhausted or burned 
out, it would be easier to step 
aside. But I don’t feel that bad.” 

Osborne’s words underscored 
once again how difficult his deci- 
sion had been. The realization 
that he could still be productive 
coaching caused him to immerse 
himself in activities immediately 
following his official stepping 
aside, after he had helped in the 
transition by contacting recruits. 

“T’ve deliberately kept myself 
pretty busy,” he said. “I knew it 
would probably not be a good 
idea to just all of a sudden start 
sitting and staring at the walls, so 
I've been somewhere almost 
every day, doing quite a bit of 
traveling, quite a bit of speaking 
at a variety of things, all the way 
from coaching clinics to seminars, 
a little bit of it just to fill in the void. 
Sooner or later, there’s no question 
you're going to come face-to-face with 
the fact that you’re not coaching any- 
more. And I think that'll be an adjust- 
ment. 

“It'll be difficult. But it’s something 
that has to happen. So that’s just the 
Way itis.” 

Undoubtedly, it happened on the 
day of the first scrimmage, if not 
before. 

Osborne's determination to follow 
the example set by Bob Devaney, his 
predecessor, probably has made his 
stepping aside more difficult. Devaney 


walked away from coaching and never 
interfered, behavior “That’s almost 
unparalleled in the history of athlet- 
ics,” Osborne said. 

“| hope | learned a great lesson 
from Bob. I know he had probably 
umpteen opportunities lo second- 
guess or to offer opinions. But I never 
heard Bob say something negative, 


Wanting to avoid being a 
distraction, Osborne watched 
the Huskers’ first scrimmage 
of the spring from the stands. 


something critical, (that) he wouldn't 
have done it that way. It’s been really 
unusual to have that kind of relation- 
ship. 

“So L really appreciated that and 
always valued his stance.” 

Osborne attended Cornhusker 
games while growing up in Hastings, 
Neb. Back then, Memorial Stadium 
had knothole bleacher sections beyond 
the north and south end zones. He and 
grandson Will weren’t checking out 
the view high up in Section 15 the first 
Saturday in April, however. 

If he does attend Nebraska games in 
the fall, he’ll have a better seat. 
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